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Agenda Overview

1) Survey results- themes
2) Actions by key theme

• Visual
• Noise
• Vibration
• Safety

3) Other feedback
4) Next steps



Survey Themes Identified
• Study receiver locations and methodology
• Timing of notifications
• Timing of use
• Improved avalanche safety 
• Visual impact
• Permitting
• Structural impacts of vibration
• Personal impacts of noise
• Alternate solutions



Visual Impacts
Study Finding: N/A

Community Perception:

Potential actions: 
• Paint
• Other- camouflage (nets?)



Noise
Study Finding: Measured sound levels were below 
levels considered harmful to hearing by OSHA

Community Perception:

Actions:
• Continue to seek ways to adjust system, i.e. fill 

rate, sequential use, others
• Amend contract re: evening operations
• Implement notification protocol



Vibration
Study Finding: Measured vibration levels were below 
levels which could potentially damage structures

Community Perception:

Actions:
• Continue to seek ways to adjust system,         
i.e. fill rate, sequential use
• Clarify SV/AM contract re: evening ops
• Implement notification protocol



Safety

Avalanche Data: Comparative Results Pre/Post Gazex
Winter 2016-2017 Pre Winter 2018-2019 Post

Snow Totals 552 inches 536 inches

AC Mission Duration 115 minutes 32 minutes

Road Debris Closure Average 223 minutes 70 minutes
Individual Explosions 549 charges 132 charges

Community Perception: Safety a key theme in survey responses
Actions: 
• “Traditional” avalanche methods no longer considered 

viable  
• Continue Gazex operations
• Ongoing operational improvements



Notification
Protocol



Additional Feedback
• Evening/Nighttime Gazex deployment – only when 

determined necessary. Squaw (contractor) will take necessary 
steps for securing emergency agency lead before deployed 
(as they did last year). Contract between Squaw and County 
will be updated to clearly articulate process to be followed.

• Environmental review of 8 Gazex units – determined exempt 
based on use in other resort areas and improved safety. 
Because of known community concerns, future proposed units 
to include public comment.

• Additional studies/monitoring – not being recommended at 
this time– below OSHA or other applicable standards.  One 
purpose of notification system is to allow reasonable time to 
vacate area prior to Gazex deployment.

• Non-personnel control methods – open to discussion about 
future alternatives, financed by local community.



Next Steps

Discussion on Outreach:
• Review Winter 2019 operations
• Review Noise and Vibration report findings
• Review safety impacts
• Operational improvements and protocols
• Notifications protocols
• Continuous feedback loop/improvement



Discussion/Wrap-Up


